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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 11 May on the following motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, Companion of 
the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia and its dependencies in the 
Commonwealth of Australia — 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament 
of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our loyalty to our most gracious 
sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [3.11 pm]: I would like to use my valedictory speech to report what 
I have observed over the last four years in my electorate and also in this chamber. First, I would like to congratulate 
the government for winning a second term on the back of a very well run campaign. My own campaign, as most 
will know, was unsuccessful, which has left me sad, disappointed and a little frightened—sad because I was slowly 
getting the main issues addressed in regional Western Australia. I am not a career politician and I came into this 
place completely in touch with the views of the common members of the public. Sadly, some members in here 
seem to have lost touch. I did what I have always done in my career, which is, very simply, to work hard and do 
what my constituents asked me to do. I was building towards kicking some major goals for regional WA, but now 
I am sad that I must leave that progress on the table. I am disappointed because of how different things could, and 
perhaps should, have been. Although the election campaign was well run by the government, I know that the result 
would have been different had COVID not come along, even though I think Labor would have won because it left 
the opposition as simply non-existent. The Liberals, sadly, did not give the voters an alternative. The conservative 
views are alive and well in this state and this country, but we have no-one to champion the cause and at every 
opportunity we are being out-yelled and outmanoeuvred by the Twitterati and the biased, degenerate media landscape. 
On the back of that, I am frightened because I cannot see any green shoots of hope at the minute. I have repeated 
many times in this chamber that the only reason that I became a politician was to improve the future of WA for 
my grandkids and for everyone’s grandkids. Now that I have seen how this government operates, I am even more 
frightened than I was coming into Parliament. Let me say to the public—it may come as no surprise—that the 
welfare of the people of this state comes second to the protection of the political careers of the furniture in here. 
Only the public has the mechanism to change the situation, if only they cared enough to do so. 
Over the last few years, the government has given chickenfeed to regional WA—a few handfuls of grain here and 
there to try to keep it happy—and now that it has a double majority, the government can kick regional WA while 
it is down. The discussion of electoral reform is still hanging about, and informed sources have told me that electoral 
reform is all but a certainty. Let me say to the regional members of this government: You must stop this from 
happening. You know that regional Western Australia gets a raw deal in this place. You are inside the government 
and you need to prevent any dilution to reduce regional representation because you know that it is purely politically 
driven, and regional WA needs you to be better than that. 
While I am talking about my electorate, I want to turn to some of the issues in regional WA that continue to go 
unaddressed. We are still struggling with alcohol abuse. People are now ordering their alcohol through the post. 
I have said before that we could ban all alcohol orders from being delivered unless it was addressed to a licensed 
outlet or hotel. All it needs is someone in the government to sign it off. That could be done this afternoon at no 
real cost to the government, and it would save a lot of misery in regional towns. Antisocial behaviour is still going 
on and many people are leaving regional towns for the safety of the city. Many are young families frightened for 
their children who have been threatened at school. These are the people we are trying to encourage to move to 
regional towns. Until we solve this problem, we will continue to see a decline in the number of people who want 
to live in regional towns. I have repeatedly asked for facilities that could house children who walk the streets at 
night because they have no safe place to go, but so far I have had no luck. 
The sealing of major access roads is slow. Many of these roads would benefit regional towns greatly. The sealing 
of Tanami Road would cut distances for deliveries from the eastern states by 1 000 kilometres, making goods 
cheaper for Kimberley residents. 
These are important issues, but they are not the main issue. The main issue underlying so much else is the financial 
abuse and mismanagement by certain leaders of Aboriginal corporations who today are lining their pockets at the 
expense of their own people. I have been working on collecting the proof about this mismanagement. The fact that 
several different Aboriginal groups have made the same allegations was enough for me to sit up and pay attention. 
I want to put on record that the government needs to investigate these corporations more and stop blindly trusting 
their report sheets. It was recently reported in The Sydney Morning Herald that the largest Aboriginal corporation 
in the Kimberley, the Marra Worra Worra Aboriginal Corporation, has not had a valid board of directors since 2017. 
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Even worse, it has not been able to account for more than $28 million. Mr Paul Whyte from the Department of 
Communities defrauded the taxpayers of $25 million and it made headlines for weeks, yet this scandal happens with 
the Marra Worra Worra Aboriginal Corporation and it barely gets reported in any Western Australian newspaper. 
The Kimberley Land Council sacked its CEO, Mr Brian Wilkinson, after he pushed for greater transparency of the 
council’s multimillion-dollar charitable trust. As a member of that region, I can tell members firsthand that the 
Kimberley Land Council is a crooked organisation that needs a few auditors and investigators to rip right through 
that place. If we continue to turn the other cheek and allow this behaviour to go on, nothing will change for 
Aboriginal people. In 2021, for a white person to make a big deal about corruption in any Aboriginal corporation 
is seen as racist. It is not about race; it is about honesty and transparency. The Aboriginal people suffer most from 
these financial disasters, and this weak state government and even weaker media outlets do nothing about it.  
In the goldfields, one of the main offenders is Mr Kado Muir from Leonora. Mr Muir is chairman of the National Native 
Title Council. He is a very wealthy man who has his fingers in many government-funded pies. I have been told by 
many people in the area that he is up to all sorts of tricks. One of his favourite tricks is to create a songline where 
mining is proposed. This then requires the mining companies to deal directly with him. If members of this government 
and the previous government cannot see what is going on with this system, they are fools, and they do not deserve 
to be in this chamber. All they have to do is go and speak to the traditional owners on their next trip to the regions. 
I do not mean the ones lined up to meet them when they step off the plane; instead, members should just pop in to 
any community unannounced and get a real feel for the hopelessness, misery and poverty, and at the same time 
witness the vandalism and destruction that goes on due to a lack of jobs and community neglect. The government 
listens too much to the Kado Muirs and buys the BS when they say they speak on behalf of their communities. 
Just recently, it was reported with joy in The Kimberley Echo that 60 foreign workers had arrived in Kununurra to 
fill places in the severely understaffed hospitality and agricultural sectors. Thousands are unemployed yet here we 
are celebrating giving jobs to foreigners! The government’s new Minister for Aboriginal Affairs said to me in this 
chamber that Aboriginal people do not want whitefellas picking jobs for them. I do not want anybody picking a job 
for me, but the reality is that I must work because that is what society expects. If you give me and all my mates 
a fortnightly pay packet, guess what? None of us will work; we will go and sit under a tree and have a drink. Mark 
my words: this problem will get worse until the government changes its policy. Aboriginal empowerment is not 
working. The last two decades have shown that it does not work. Stop this idealistic dreaming and get to work. Just 
because your skin is white does not mean you cannot help Aboriginal people with your own hands. Noted Aboriginal 
leader and politician Nyunggai Warren Mundine commented recently in The Australian Financial Review. He said — 

So long as training programs aren’t linked to job-retention, and while ever bureaucrats make excuses 
for why the unemployed shouldn’t have to work, people will continue to languish on welfare in a nation 
desperate for workers. 

He was dead right. 
Tied into the first issue, the second issue that goes unaddressed is the number of young Aboriginal children who 
are committing suicide in regional communities because of alcohol, drugs and constant, repeated physical and 
sexual assault. This crime continues today and is very rarely reported in the media. As one Kalgoorlie journo told me, 
“We don’t like to report suicides”, yet we have scandals in federal and state politics in which female employees have 
alleged sexual misconduct and those have made national headlines for weeks. It seems that some scandals can be 
reported but not others. These children are growing up in an environment in which they see no future. They are given 
no hope of escaping their short, miserable lives and opt for an easy, quick release from their living hell. I only 
wish that members of metropolitan seats could see what I have seen in the last four years—maybe then they might 
be spurred into doing something about this national disgrace. The government housing contract that my business 
held for many years was conditional. It contained a provision that I would not disclose what I saw and heard in 
Aboriginal communities and homes. In the end, I handed back that contract as my conscience started to get the better 
of me. All these problems could be eliminated in time if we took a different approach and allowed development 
of our resources. 
Take Fitzroy Crossing, for example. People in Fitzroy Crossing are screaming out for jobs. Again, nothing is done 
about expanding the pastoral or agricultural industries. Hundreds of young Aboriginals are destined to a life on 
welfare, just like their parents. The main requirement to create many new jobs is water. Billions of litres of water 
flow into the Indian Ocean every year during the wet season, yet not one litre of that water is saved to generate 
any new jobs or any wealth for the regions. Capturing a little of that floodwater would provide so much more to 
all the people living in that area of WA. Since 21 December 2020, enough water has flowed into the Indian Ocean 
to fill Sydney Harbour more than 28 times, yet not one litre is saved to help the people who are existing on welfare 
in that area. Not one agricultural job has been created and absolutely nothing has been done to enhance the cattle 
industry. Do yourself a favour, members, and have a read of the discussion paper released by the government in 
November last year, called Managing water in the Fitzroy River catchment. It is the biggest load of amateur left-wing 
rubbish that you could ever read. It was the result of not one government department but four government departments 
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all collaborating—that tripe was the best they could come up with! It looks like the work experience kid put it together 
in a couple of hours. The annual waste of water, combined with the government’s red and green tape, is absolutely 
crippling the West Kimberley. Economic and social chaos will only continue until we get smart and start using our 
resources wisely. The Kimberley meatworks, which is a state-of-the-art facility that employs around 90 people, was 
closed last Christmas and will not open until March next year because of the lack of cattle. Better fodder production 
and feedlots in the Fitzroy catchment would assist the viability of this facility. All it needs is better water management. 
I have received emails and letters from people who support the Fitzroy River and want to protect it. Many of these 
have come from suburban Melbourne or the Northern Beaches area of Sydney. Those people would not even be 
able to point out Fitzroy Crossing on a map! We need a proper plan to sustainably use the natural resources in the 
Kimberley. I understand that while the traditional owners must have a say in the region’s future, they should not 
have the only say or the final say. It was stated in this chamber that we should not allow a few billionaires to make 
more money by using the Fitzroy River to expand existing industries or introduce new industries. Without these 
billionaires, we would not have the thousands of jobs in the mining industry or many hundreds of jobs in the 
pastoral industry. We need to remember that when these billionaires pass on to the next world, their infrastructure 
and enterprises will carry on into the future. One great example of that was Mr Lang Hancock. 
Regional Western Australia is, and always has been, the financial powerhouse of WA, and for the rest of Australia 
for that matter. While the miners dig out exhaustible resources, we could be securing our future with a resource that 
replaces itself every year. We could easily become the food bowl for the rest of the world. As the world population 
mushrooms and countries struggle to feed their people, we could be the saviour of many starving nations, and at 
the same time give our traditional owners the opportunity to join the workforce and become members of a regularly 
organised society. We already have the people who could make it happen; all we need is the right people in the 
government who want it to happen. To grow our state is no different from starting a business and growing and being 
successful at that business, as I have been in my business. Unfortunately, I doubt there are many members in this 
chamber who have run their own show. Most will have been, and always will be, employees, always agreeing and 
doing what the boss tells them to do. If they do not, they will be cut loose at the next election. 
I would really like to know when we will stop using Aboriginal people as political footballs and as excuses for not 
doing something, turning the other cheek when it is evident that something is severely wrong, and conveniently 
blaming the federal government when it suits. 
The last four years have been the quickest years of my life and also the most exciting as far as work goes. I have 
been a boss for the last 30-plus years but when I started in this chamber in May 2017, I was back being a first-year 
apprentice. I saw myself doing an apprenticeship in state politics, which turned out to be very different from what 
I originally expected. I feel that I had a good relationship with some members—there were a few exceptions. This 
was not a job for me; it was my way of trying to put something back into regional Western Australia in return for 
the most wonderful life I have had over the last 51 years. 
I look forward to seeing more of my grandchildren when I am finished with politics. I have not seen enough of 
them over the last four years. I am not sure what my next mission will be, but be assured that I will be doing only 
what I want to do. I might even go fruit picking or drive a bus or a truck, or even go back to working in the mining 
industry. Perhaps I will do more fishing down south for a while or even take up golf, which I was never any good at, 
although I always did enjoy my days out on the golf course. I would always start out with six golf balls of my own. 
At the end of the day, I would have at least 20 balls that I found in the rough. None of them were my golf balls; 
they had all disappeared into the ether forever. 
I need to thank certain people who got me through the last four years. Without them, I would have floundered. I need 
to start with Hon Michael Mischin, who helped me so much with the Select Committee into Mining on Pinjin 
Station, which I chaired. I made a few errors and some people wanted me boiled in oil for my indiscretion. However, 
thanks to Hon Michael Mischin and Madam President, I lived to fight another day. I also played a part in the 
Standing Committee on Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review, of which Hon Michael Mischin was the chair. 
On my first day on the uniform legislation committee, I thought everyone was speaking a foreign language. They 
gave me a foolscap notebook to take notes. I could not even pronounce some of the words, let alone spell them, but 
I decided to use that committee to improve my grammar, my punctuation and my vocabulary. Thank you, Michael, 
for all your help in improving my English comprehension. He is now a friend, whether he wants to be or not. 
I would like to thank my office staff in Kalgoorlie. Ms Kerrie Stones, my electorate officer, kept me up to speed with 
what was going on in Kalgoorlie–Boulder whenever I was in Perth or elsewhere in the electorate. Kerrie came with 
much experience as she had worked in the office of Wendy Duncan. I was the one who benefited from her experience. 
I will worry about all the people who come to my office in Boulder every day for help from Kerrie. It could be for 
help with Centrelink, health agencies or just with filling in simple government forms or even to get home to Warburton 
or Tjuntjuntjara. I hope the new guy will take up that role. Ms Chloe Parkes, my research officer, came to my office 
with no experience in research or politics but her youthful spirit and get-up-and-go attitude guaranteed that she soon 
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became a key player in my team. Both these ladies went above and beyond their duties and never complained when 
I asked them to work late or to pop into the office when I needed help at the weekend. Thanks, girls. I will not forget 
the support you gave me and all the times you picked me up and dropped me off at the airport. Mr David Modolo, 
my electorate officer, travelled everywhere in the electorate with me—from Norseman to Kalumburu and everywhere 
in between. On some of our flights, we spent three or four hours in the air, with the worst inflight service you could 
imagine. We could only eat and drink what we brought along, but not once did he complain. Being newly married, 
he never kicked up when I asked him to bring a suitcase because we were going to the bush for a while. During the 
flights, we spent much of our time discussing the reasons for the trip. When we landed, I was always full bottle on 
the issues and where we stood on the issues. David was a great electorate officer for me. He had had a similar role in 
federal politics, and I was the one who gained from all his experience. He will always be a good friend. 
My family know that I was never put on this earth to be a good father or a papa or a brother or even a husband. 
My role was as a worker and provider. Every job I took on consumed my life. My father told me at the age of 15, 
“No matter what the job is, someone is paying your wages and you make sure you work hard and deserve those 
wages.” My sisters—Gillian, my twin, and Sandra, my wee sister—have always told me to slow down and spend 
more time with the family. This of course fell on deaf ears. I know they are very proud of me but they do not say 
too much in case I get a big head. I love them very much. 
All the politically correct head shrinks will be shocked at this statement because nowadays a father must stay home 
sometimes and has to cook dinner and do the washing. I would have loved to have done those things; however, it is 
all too late for me, but I know my family loves me for what I am and I do not care what anyone else thinks. Julia, 
my fiancée, came into my life nearly 11 years ago, when I spent much of my time on mine sites. We coped well 
during my time away on mine sites because when I was home, we made up for lost time and always looked forward 
to holidays and weekends away. 
The last four years have not been easy because this job is 24/7; that is, if you want to perform well in your electorate. 
I normally go home to Scotland every year but I have not been home since starting this job, and holidays here in Australia 
have been few and far between. To the new members who believe that family comes first, well, you can chuck that 
theory out the window. To do this job properly will consume every waking minute of your life. Of course you can choose 
to do only what is necessary, like some pollies in here, and still have the freedom of a normal life. It will be your choice. 
I now have the opportunity to make up for lost time and, believe me, I will be working hard to make up for lost 
time for Julia and my family. I should not say “lost time” because nothing has been lost. Every day I went to work, 
it was to try to accomplish, either in mining or politics. What I hope to lose is the extra five kilograms of blubber 
that I gained during the last four years, due to good food and lack of exercise! 
Last week someone asked me what I would have done if I were ever a minister in state Parliament. My reply was 
easy. It would be like winning $50 million on the Lotto—I would make so many people happy. 
To Nigel Pratt and all his chamber staff and the people who make this place work, thank you. To Hansard, thank 
you for the fantastic job you do, sometimes under very difficult conditions. 
I want to thank the catering staff for all the delicious meals my visitors and I enjoyed, and of course the gardeners, 
who make it a pleasure to walk into the building. Thank you to the security people, who kept us safe from many 
events, which mostly went unnoticed by the pollies. I thank Rob Hunter and his staff, who do so much that is not 
recognised. To everyone I have forgotten to thank, I apologise. 
Well, that is the end, folks. I feel that I can cancel this contract knowing I asked no favours and made no deals to try 
to secure my job, so I can leave here with my head held high. I would like to leave you with these parting words: 
may the best you’ve ever seen be the worst you’ll ever see; may the mouse in your pantry never leave with a tear 
in his eye; may your chimney always smoke till you’re old enough to die; and may you always be just as happy as 
I wish you now could be. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Hon Robin Scott, I am sure the house joins together in wishing you the best for the 
future. If I may observe from the chair, out in the electorate you might have beaten around the bush, but you have 
never beaten around the bush while you have been in here. Good luck to you in the future, sir.  
HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [3.39 pm]: A valedictory speech expressing farewell usually 
occurs after graduation, so I basically hope that after 16 years in this place I can say that I have graduated. In no 
particular order I will endeavour to reflect, address the future and provide thanks to the many, including the unsung 
heroes. A large number of members will be departing this chamber on 21 May, some due to preselection battles, some 
through genuine retirement and some as a result of the outstanding win by the Labor Party on the election night of 
13 March. I also experienced in that time the pangs of being a defeated member, so to those of you leaving not of 
your own volition, I wish you well. For those of you leaving due to preselection defeats, I offer you my sympathy. 
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Behind closed doors, politics can be a malevolent being. But to all members of this place, retiring or defeated, you 
have all become my colleagues over the last 20 years.  
I had the privilege to work with many of you on many committees, including Hon Nick Goiran on the voluntary 
assisted dying committee, and others such as Hon Michael Mischin, Hon Jacqui Boydell, Hon Robin Scott and 
Hon Kyle McGinn on the Pinjin committee. We had some fun on that Pinjin committee. I think my driving skills 
are remembered by most of the committee, and I think the car cleaners in Kalgoorlie are pleased that I will never 
be using one of their hire cars ever again! I also made a fundamental mistake when going to Kalgoorlie. I live in 
the north west—I am used to a fairly hot environment—but when I got to Kalgoorlie I found that they have freezing 
nights, and I only had my classic bush shirt and a pair of thin trousers. I want to thank Hon Jacqui Boydell, who 
gave me this marvellous scarf, which I now treasure and is one of my pride and joys. It kept me safe in Kalgoorlie 
and it has kept me safe ever since. 
I want to also at this time talk about the various committees that I have been on. I have been on the Joint Standing 
Committee on Delegated Legislation from the very beginning. I had one moment in which I chucked a wobbly and 
quit the committee. I did so because this delegated legislation committee is the most benign bipartisan committee. 
It does not have a political view, yet a number of years ago the two major parties started caucusing in delegated 
legislation. We had to get the honourable—here we go, the name has gone again. 
Hon Martin Pritchard interjected. 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: No, it was not him. He was a former President of this place. 
Members: Barry House! 
Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE: No, not Barry House. I forget the name, but I will come back to that in a minute. I will 
let you deal with that shortly. 
We had to get an old member of Parliament to come back in and read the riot act to the delegated legislation committee 
to explain that it did not deal with politics, it just dealt with policy. It has been a great pleasure to be the deputy 
chairperson of that committee. George Cash! Sorry, that was who I was referring to. Of course, whilst its chairperson 
is in the Legislative Assembly, it does all its work in the Legislative Council, so that usually meant that I was 
forever on my feet disallowing motions. I want to thank my colleague Hon Martin Pritchard, who has worked very 
hard on that committee since I have been on there, and I think we have done pretty well in making sure that 
regulations, both by government and local government, actually achieve their intended purposes. Also, as 
I mentioned, I served on the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices, which was very passionate for me, 
but also quite eye-opening. Even though I was a supporter and proponent of voluntary assisted dying, I discovered 
things on that committee that I did not know about. 
I also acknowledge the many ministerial advisers who I worked with collaboratively over the many years. The 
one way to get stuff done in this place is not by asking a parliamentary question or even addressing the minister, 
it is going to their ministerial adviser and having discussions with them. I think I have developed quite a few good 
friends in that way, and even after have I left Parliament, hopefully I can still contact them from time to time. 

It has been an interesting journey so far. It really is a shame to see some of the effects on the democratic process 
conjured up by Glenn Druery. I say this not because of any sympathies for the losses of my colleagues, but as a bizarre 
aberration, nae, a manipulation of the electoral system by this vote whisperer. I do not decry the aspirations of 
a political organisation or individual wishing to enter the maelstrom of politics, but I am critical of the major parties 
that had before them the ability to stop this gentleman gaming the voting system during the last term of government 
and failed to do so. Unfortunately, for those entering the Legislative Council representing minor parties who garnered 
primary votes of less than four per cent, your time here, because of the ALP’s absolute majority, will do nothing 
to further your individual causes, but I do wish you well for the next four years. 

To my colleagues in this place, Hon Diane Evers, who I have shared a room with for the past few years;  
Hon Alison Xamon; and Hon Tim Clifford, I wish you well in the future. It has been an immense pleasure to have 
worked with you all. You have been and are the champions of progressive politics. A special shout out should 
also go to our parliamentary support in this place, Tonia. Thank you for your seemingly tireless work. We always 
knew what we were doing, which was amazing. To my colleague Brad Pettitt, who is entering this place for the 
first time, I wish you well. You will be the sole representative of a party that looks to the future and not to the past. 
You carry a heavy burden. Jacques Cousteau often quoted the American First Nations proverb: we do not inherit 
the earth from our ancestors; we borrow it from our children. This should be your guiding light. You represent 
more than the people of South Metropolitan Region; you represent in this place a future of humanity. In reflecting 
on the task ahead for my colleague Brad Pettitt, he carries the weight of the world on his shoulders. 

At my age one is surrounded by the repeated passing of many of my peers and friends, and we find ourselves 
mourning their passing, but in reflecting on all this, I am concerned that humanity has failed to grasp the enormity 
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of the challenges facing future generations. Indeed, I believe we should be more focused on mourning the future. 
To my colleagues who I have worked with in this place—Lynn MacLaren, Diane Evers, Jim Scott, Chrissy Sharp, 
Dee Margetts, Giz Watson, Adele Carles, Alison Xamon and Tim Clifford—thank you for your sage words, support 
and dialogue. Thank you to my old friend Tom Helm, who gave me his preferences in the March 2001 election, 
which enabled me to enter this place for the first time, and to my daughter, Sara, my then campaign manager who 
had nothing better to do. 

In reference to the comments made by Hon Aaron Stonehouse in his valedictory speech, I want to touch on how 
I found out I had been elected. At that time, I was working within the Greens organisation and was doing the 
scrutineering at the central polling place. We were really concerned about whether Giz would be re-elected, so 
I had my head down and bum up, looking at all the votes and trying to maximise Giz’s vote and doing all the things 
scrutineers do. A gentleman from the Electoral Commission came in to account for the North Metropolitan Region 
and said, “Mr Chapple, I think you need to come in to Mining and Pastoral. We’re just going to pull the lever.” 
I thought that I was never going to get elected, so I wanted to stay where I was. I think it was Justin Harbord, actually. 
He said, “No, no, you’ve got to come in.” I said, “Why?” Eventually, I went in, and Dee Margetts accompanied me. 
I was sitting there and we went through to number six, and number six was, “Robin Chapple gets elected.” I did not 
want to be! I was more than happy being a backroom boy, so to speak. But, anyway, I got elected and found myself 
in here. I also learnt a lot from many of the people who were in here at that time. John Cowdell was one. He gave me 
a lot of support and advice at that time. Of course, I entered the Legislative Council as a member of the fabulous five, 
along with Giz Watson, Chrissy Sharp, Jim Scott and Dee Margetts, so we had quite a powerhouse then. 

To all of you here, both members and staff, I will remember you all. Although I might remember you, I might not 
always be able to put a name to the face. I think that will be my legacy in this place: the man who could never 
remember who he was talking to by name. 

At this moment, I would like to acknowledge that all the Presidents I have served under since John Cowdell 
have all used their appointment to be independent and bipartisan. This clearly extends to the current President, 
Hon Kate Doust, whom I count as a friend. 

There are also those staff members who always provide us with exemplary guidance and assistance, and they 
deserve my thanks: Nigel Pratt; Paul Grant; Sam Hastings; John Seal-Pollard; Rebecca Burton; Grant Hitchcock; 
Peter Gale; Renae Jewell; Chris Hunt; Brian Conn, who doubled as the security service provider for those on the 
Pinjin committee; Lauren Levia; the inimitable Hayley Brown, wherever you are; and also a very, very special person, 
Deb Kapoor, without whom afternoon tea would be a disaster. 
The Hansard team should not be forgotten. They are astounding. They turn our imperfect prose into readable offerings. 
The Parliamentary Library team has served my office exceptionally well over the 20 years or so that I have had the 
pleasure of working in this place. They are phenomenal, and there is nothing they cannot do for you. 
I want to quickly turn to a 1989 Senate inquiry that made the point that an active citizen is someone who not only believes 
in the concept of a democratic society but also is willing and able to translate that belief into action. Currently, young 
people under the age of 18 are not able to translate their belief in the concept of democracy into action as they are 
excluded from voting. Given that old fogies like me are making or failing to make decisions that affect their future, 
I find this unacceptable. Research undertaken by the Australian Council for Educational Research demonstrates 
that people as young as 14 have strong opinions on the performance and general characteristics of politicians. People 
under the age of 18 pay taxes, can marry, can live independently, are assumed to fully understand and be able to 
comprehend their actions in the criminal justice system, can legally leave school at 15, can make decisions about their 
health care from the age of 16 and can drive cars; yet, as a community, we do not let them vote. I find that appalling. 
In her 2017 speech to this place, the then Governor introduced a few points about the environmental sector. I am 
not sure whether a couple of things were missed, not by the Governor but by the government. When giving her speech, 
the Governor rightly identified that — 

Western Australia is blessed with some of the world’s most beautiful and unique landscapes and biodiversity. 
A key priority for the Government is to balance the need to provide economically sustainable growth into 
the future for the next generation, while ensuring future generations will enjoy the same natural wonders 
as we do today. 

Although successive governments have focused on economically sustainable growth, very little has been done to 
ensure that future generations will enjoy the same natural wonders as we do. 
This is my second valedictory speech. In 2005, when I failed to retain the Mining and Pastoral Region seat, we placed 
a sign on the front door of 1074 Hay Street that read, “Out to lunch; back in 2009.” It was a pretty long lunch! 
There is no such sign this time. I am leaving for good. As members know, I have been diagnosed with asbestosis. My 
hearing has been diminishing for the last four years—quite clearly, the upside of that is I cannot hear interjections, 
which is great—and I now have three different pairs of glasses, so retirement was definitely the best option. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 12 May 2021] 

 p448b-455a 
Hon Robin Scott; Hon Robin Chapple 

 [7] 

Little has changed since 29 May 2001, when I first addressed this house. The guard has changed but the rhetoric 
remains basically the same. No-one seems prepared to tackle the future crisis confronting the globe and this state. 
On Thursday, 4 June 2009, I stated in this place that our global commitment to climate change so far had been 
akin to setting out in response to the Titanic’s collision with an iceberg and individually polishing each of the Titanic’s 
deckchairs prior to attempting to rearrange them on the deck. We are still polishing those deckchairs; the only 
problem is we are doing it 3.5 kilometres under the surface of the ocean. Nothing has changed. As Abraham Lincoln 
said, you cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today. 
In April 2010, as part of the Legislative Council time capsule proposal, I submitted a lengthy parliamentary question 
to be answered when the capsule is opened. It contains 25 questions dealing with social justice and environmental issues. 
Only two social justice issues have been addressed since that time. The first question was: on what date did marriage 
between two persons of the same gender receive full and equal recognition before Australian law? That occurred 
on 9 December 2017. The second question, on something very dear to my heart, was: on what date did voluntary 
euthanasia become lawful medical practice in WA? The assent date for that legislation was 19 December 2019. 
Unfortunately, none of the questions addressing the environment have been answered. 
Aboriginal site destruction goes on unabated. I seriously hope that Divina D’Anna, MLA, and incoming MLC 
Rosetta Sahanna will be given the opportunity to ensure that the government guarantees that the protection of 
Aboriginal heritage will be in the hands of Aboriginal people and will not, as proposed, reside with ministers into the 
future, a situation that has continually led to unobstructed annihilation of thousands of sites in the mining provinces. 
I now turn to a personal passion of mine, which is the land masses of Murujuga and Pijurru, referred to as the 
Burrup Peninsula. The state and the Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation have agreed on the nomination of this area 
for World Heritage listing. However, Burrup site 23323, which contains over two million petroglyphs, many dating 
back 40 000 years, and is probably the most important archaeological and cultural site in Australia, was deregistered 
by the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee under the former Liberal government and still has not been reinstated. 
Notwithstanding the World Heritage nomination, the state and industry are still pursuing industrial development 
on this land mass in the form of Yara Australia’s ammonium nitrate explosives plant and its proposed hydrogen plant, 
which will indirectly increase gas use by Yara; Perdaman’s new urea plant; Woodside’s gargantuan Burrup Hub 
expansion; and the Coogee Chemicals, Mitsubishi Corporation and Wesfarmers methanol and—I always get this 
word wrong—monoethylene glycol petrochemical plant. 
As we know, rock art petroglyphs are already being impacted by acid rain, as predicted by Robert Bednarik, the 
convener of the International Federation of Rock Art Organisations, way back in 2002. From documents provided 
by Ian MacLeod, the pH on the rock surfaces is now 3.5, whereas the washing rocks pre-industrialisation had a pH 
of 6.8—a pH of seven is neutral. The pH on the rocks at the moment is like a good white wine; it is affecting the 
pattern and the microorganisms that make the carvings distinctive. 
Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation chief executive, Peter Jeffries, told an inquiry into the destruction of the sacred 
Juukan Gorge site that the group had no commercial agreements with miners and relied on funding from industry 
partners. He stated — 

“I would also like the put on notice that I stand here today … that there is a real fear genuine fear that there 
will be financial repercussions for MAC … despite our responsibility to manage Murujuga, our ability to 
do so is increasingly linked to the internal approval processes of our proponents … 
“We have funding applications in process that may become stalled as a result of what I’ll say here today — 

That is, before the committee — 
this is a single, small example of the power mining companies build over Aboriginal corporations.” 

Murujuga, whilst having been my passion for many years, also provided me with the awesome opportunity to meet 
Susan Standen, whom I hold very dear. 
I would like to thank Friends of Australian Rock Art, some members of whom are in the President’s gallery today, 
for its continued fight and for the work that it does in this space. 
Lastly, I would like to thank the Greens WA for having continually allowed me to stand as its representative for the 
Mining and Pastoral Region. I thank all the people who have worked, volunteered and been interns over the last 
20 years in our office. Clearly, there are too many to mention, but I am proud that some have gone on to work in this 
place—believe it or not—or become staffers in the federal arena and also become members of Parliament themselves. 
And lastly to my current team—they are up in the President’s gallery waving at me; that is great—Emily Peters, 
Lewis Downs, Betty Richards and Tiffany Homewood, you have collegially served the team so well. You have been 
working tirelessly over the last months to extricate us of 20 years of accumulated data, personal effects and paintings 
et cetera out of the office that I will be leaving at the end of next week. I give you, genuinely, a deeply indebted 
thank you. Thank you, Madam President, and thank you for your service to this chamber. 
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[Applause.] 
The PRESIDENT: Hon Robin Chapple, I want to acknowledge your contribution and your passion for the issues 
that you have pursued vigorously over the last 20 years. I certainly, on a personal level, wish you well for your health 
issues into the future, and I hope that you have a long and prosperous life. We look forward to you staying in touch. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Colin de Grussa. 
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